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As you will all know St Mark’s and Queen Street churches are working 

towards a union but at the �me of wri�ng the �metable is unclear.  

Although I have provided updated details of the Office Bearers’ Duty 

Rota Lists through to early 2018 these may well be subject to change 

as the union will bring new office bearers to the united charge. 

The Editor 

 

 

 

Messenger Deadlines 

 

Winter Messenger Sunday 26 November 2017 

Easter Messenger Sunday 18 February 2018 

Please make a note of these deadlines for submission of 

material for future edi�ons of the ‘Messenger’. 
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Le+er from S,ubhart MacChoille 

 

S�ubhart has now been with us for some �me and 

hopefully he will con�nue to lead us in worship as the 

vacancy con�nues. He has been invited to contribute to the Messenger. 

 

A few days ago, I opened an email from Alex.  I was rather humbled to 

receive it, and to find myself listed amongst the names of those who so 

willingly give of their �me and talents to serve our Lord here in the 

parish of St Mark’s.  It contained a gentle reminder about the deadline 

for the Autumn Messenger.  I have to confess; my curiosity was piqued.  

So, I replied, asking what I could do to help.   

 

It was at this point I discovered that there’s normally a ‘Le3er from the 

Manse’ and was asked if I would be willing to contribute something in 

its stead.  It would obviously need re�tling.  My house is nothing like a 

manse.  So, I sat down and thought for a bit.  And then some more.  I 

scratched my head a few �mes.  And then I thought of something I 

worked on a while ago.  It may not be a le3er from the Manse.  But it is 

a Le3er from God, liHed from the pages of Scripture.  I find it a great 

encouragement in uncertain �mes, and I hope it liHs your spirits. 
Stiubhart  Stiubhart  Stiubhart  Stiubhart      

 

Dear child of mine,  

I am the one who comforts you.  I bought you and complete you.  I 

delight in you and claim you as my own, rejoicing over you as a 

bridegroom rejoices over his bride.  I will never fail you or forsake you. 

[i] 

You are worried and troubled about many things; trust me with all your 

heart.  I know how to rescue godly people from their trials. Let me 

strengthen you with my glorious power.  I did not spare my Son but 

gave him up for you. Won’t I give you everything else? [ii]  

When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you.  

When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! 

 
 (Con�nued on Page 4) 



4 

When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned 

up; the flames will not consume you. [iii] 

So, don’t worry.  I never �re or sleep.  I stand beside you.  The angel 

of the LORD encamps around you.  I hide you in the shelter of my 

presence.  I will go ahead of you, direc�ng your steps and deligh�ng 

in every detail of your life.  If you stumble, you will not fall, for I hold 

you by the hand.  I will guide you along the best pathway for your life. 

[iv] 

I will make you fruiOul in the land of suffering, trading beauty for 

ashes, joy for mourning, praise for despair.  I live with the low spirited 

and spirit crushed.  I put new spirit in you and get you on your feet 

again. Weeping may go on all night, but joy comes with the morning.  

If I am for you, who can ever be against you? [v] 

You some�mes say, “The Lord has deserted me; the Lord has 

forgo3en me.”  But can a mother forget her nursing child?  Can she 

feel no love for a child she has borne?  Even if that were possible, I 

would not forget you!  I paid for you with the precious lifeblood of 

Christ, my sinless, spotless Lamb.  No one will snatch you away from 

me.  See, I have wri3en your name on my hand.  I call you my friend.  

Why, the very hairs on your head are all numbered.  So don’t be 

afraid; you are valuable to me. [vi] 

Give me your burdens; I will take care of you. [vii]    

Your Maker, your Father, 

God 

 

[i] Is.51:12; 1 Cor.6:20; Col.2:10; Is.62:4-5; Heb.13:5 

[ii] Lk.10:41; Prov.3:5; Rom.8:26; Col.1:11; Rom.8:32; Judg.5:21 

[iii] Is.43:2 

[iv] Mt.6:34; Ps.121:4-5; Ps.34:7; Ps.31:20; Deut.31:6; Ps.37:23-24; 

Ps.32:8 

[v] Gen.41:52; Is.61:3; Is.57:15; Ps.30:5; Rom.8:31 

[vi] Is.49:14-15; 1 Pet.1:19; John 10:28; Is.49:16; John15:15; Mt.10:30-

31 

[vii] Ps.55:22 
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The O.A.K. Report 

 

The most recent OAK special meal was for the “Friends” 

group who regularly a3end the OAK cafe.  AHer the soup, 

a selec�on of meats and salads was followed by meringues, 

strawberries and cream or ice-cream, with the usual teas and coffees. 

 

An interes�ng talk followed the meal and this explained about the 

“Friends” group, how they help and support each other, with the 

leaders arranging the mee�ngs and ou�ngs.  The sum of £300.00 was 

presented to “Friends” to help with their finances.  

 

The café is s�ll func�oning well although with some days not as busy 

as others.  Your support is always welcomed, it would be appreciated 

if you can let others know that we are here and please bring along 

friends. 

 

Menu sugges�ons are welcomed and if you can help in anyway 

please speak to some of the volunteers for more informa�on. 

 

The Macmillan biggest coffee morning is on Friday 29th September at 

2.00 �ll 4.00. Tickets are now available and please support this 

worthwhile event. 

 

The next special meal is for the Bible Society on Thursday 5th 

October at 12 noon. 

Please support this meal and bring your friends. 

 

Ian Lord  

OAK Secretary 

 
 

The car to watch, is the one immediately behind 

the one in front of you. 
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St Mark’s Rambling & Hillwalking Group 
 

Since the last magazine the Rambling Group has 

enjoyed some interes�ng walks including some 

summer evening ou�ngs.  Walks have included 

ou�ngs to Kemnay, for a visit to the Bishop’s Palace, evening walk 

around Seaton Park, Footdee and along the prom and around the 

Duthie and Hazlehead Parks. 

 

A long walk from the Tivoli Theatre to Cove along the cliff path with a 

return to town via the Duthie Park.  An evening walk from Johnson 

Gardens and Walker Dam was very interes�ng, another walk of 

interest was around the new Diamond Bridge at Tillydrone with 

plenty to see as we took in the turbine on the Don and the houses at 

the site of Donside Paper Mill before venturing into Seaton Park.  The 

groups’ most recent rather wet walk around the seafront at 

Stonehaven was well supported. 

 

A number of planned walks had to be cancelled due to the summer 

weather being unpredictable. 

 

Everyone is welcome to come along and the following are some walks 

planned for the next few months.  

 

Saturday 30th September:  Autumn walk around Glen Tanar     Car 

Tuesday 3rd October:  Walk in Tarland  Car 

Tuesday 10th October:  Bucksburn to Hazlehead 

Tuesday 17th October:  Dinnet to Burn O’ Vat round Loch Kinnord 

                               Bus or 

Car 

Tuesday 24th October:  Potarch to Banchory   Bus 

Tuesday 31st October:  Drumoak to Crathes and around Castle 

grounds                              Bus 

Tuesday 7th November:  Hazlehead for walk around Countesswells 

and Kingshill Woods     Bus 
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Tuesday 14th November:  Fi;e, prom, Old Aberdeen  

Tuesday 21st November: Stonehaven       Bus 

Tuesday 28th November: Duthie Park to Kincorth Hill and return 

 

Contact Ian a couple of days in advance if you plan to come on walks, 

so transport, travel arrangements, and up to date informa�on can be 

provided. 

Walks are subject to change or cancella�on at short no�ce.  

Ian � 01224 321882 or � 07929720846 

�  ianlord64@b�nternet.com 

 

 

 

St Mark’s Projects Fund 
 

Once again, we held our ‘Indoor Garden Party/Summer Fun Day’ on 

Sunday 16 July.  This, as always, was a very happy event with a lovely 

aHernoon tea, a well-stocked Baking Stall and Raffle.  Thanks to Alex, 

who organised the Quizzes, causing the usual hilarity and rivalry and 

for also supplying the Notelets and GiH Stall.  

 

Thanks also to Keith for the Slush Machine which was a hit with both 

younger and older customers. 

 

We are very grateful to you all for coming along and suppor�ng this 

event and for the amazing amount raised of £622.90. 

 

Anne Donaldson 

Convener 

 

 

He who stays in the valley shall never get over the hill. 
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St Mark’s Worship Calendar 

Please note that Sunday morning services at St Mark’s 

normally start at 11.00am.  Any changes will be in�mated 

in the Pew Leaflet. 

Further details of the services will be available in the Pew 

Leaflet or on the Church website. 

www.stmarksaberdeen.org.uk/worship-calendar 

During the current vacancy, S,ubhart MacChoille will 

lead us in worship each Sunday, with Sacramental Services led by 

invited Preachers.  Further details will be available on the Website 

and in the Pew Leaflet on a weekly basis. 

24 September Morning Worship - Living in the Promised Land 

Walking Circles Around Jericho 

1 October 

 

Morning Worship - Harvest Fes�val 

With par�cipa�on by the Sunday School 

  

Please bring your giHs of dried and �nned foods. 

8 October Morning Worship - Sacrament of Holy 

Communion 

2.00pm Circle of Care Communion and AHernoon 

Tea Rev Brian Sheret 

15 October Morning Worship - Living in the Promised Land 

No Failure is Fatal 

22 October Morning Worship - Living in the Promised Land 

Voices and Choices 

29 October Morning Worship - Living in the Promised Land 

God Fights for You! 

5 November Morning Worship 

1.00pm Bri�sh Legion Service and Garden 

Poppies. 

Rev Brian Sheret 

  The Worship Calendar Con,nues on Page 13 
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St Mark’s Church Duty Rotas 

Autumn Messenger Pull-out Supplement 

Beadle Duty Rota 

 

 

The full list of Duty Rotas is available on the website, as well as details 

of the Beadles’ Sunday du�es to ensure that the church is ready for 

our morning worship.   
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St Mark’s Church Duty Rotas 

Autumn Messenger Pull-out Supplement 

Door Duty Rota 

 

 

 

The Autumn/Winter Communion Services are on Sunday the 8
th 

October and Sunday 14
th

 January 2018, when there are five Office 

Bearers on Duty in the morning. 

 

If you are unable to do your allocated duty, please find a swap from 

within the list above or find a subs�tute from the full list which is 

available on the website (Duty Rotas). 
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St Mark’s Church Duty Rotas 

Autumn Messenger Pull-out Supplement 

Church Readers Rota 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are unable to do your reading duty please find a subs�tute 

from within the list above, or from the full list available on the 

website (Duty Rotas). 
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St Mark’s Church Duty Rotas 

Autumn Messenger Pull-out Supplement 

Flower Supply & Distribu,on Rota 

  

As you can see there are s�ll gaps in the Flower Distribu�on Rota this 

quarter.  Receiving the Church flowers gives a real boost to bereaved 

or ill members and all you have to do is drop them off on the way 

home.  Please think about helping out in this small way.  One day it 

might be you receiving them. 
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Worship Calendar  Worship Calendar  Worship Calendar 

 

The Summer Coffee Shops 

 

At the �me of wri�ng this we are nearing the end of 

the Summer Coffee Shops and again, they have been very successful 

and enjoyed by all. 

 

Again, we would like to thank all the helpers and especially those who 

do their ‘official’ mornings and then come along to help on many 

other days. 

 

Many thanks to all who provide the Home Baking, Raffles and other 

items needed for the Coffee Shops.  A big thank you to all who come 

along with your families and friends.  Seeing everyone cha;ng and 

enjoying their coffee and eats makes all the hard work all the more 

worthwhile. 

 

Anne Donaldson 

Convener 

12 November 

 

10.50am - Morning Worship Service of Remembrance 

Rev Brian Sheret 

  

19 November 

  

Morning Worship - Guild Dedica�on 

  

  

26 November Morning Worship - The Reign of Christ the King 

My Hope is in Him 

3 December First Sunday in Advent 

Future Service details will be available in the Pew Leaflets 
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For here I lie 
A poem for remembrance 

By Roger Stapenhill 

From ‘The Parish Window’ 

 

 

Look at the ground where the children play 

Where the song birds sing 

And the ca3le graze 

 

Look at the mud and the skeleton trees 

With the smell of death 

On the morning breeze 

 

Listen to the church bells on the hill 

Where a soH wind blows 

And the peace is s�ll 

 

Listen for the crump of the enemy shells 

And the snipers bullets 

And the dying’s yells 

 

Look for the mark where the trench used to be 

Where the wild flowers grow 

And the birds fly free 

 

Look for the signal to start the a3ack 

with a mass of bodies 

And no turning back 

 

This is the place where I must be 

And so must my friends 

The enemy. 
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St Mark’s Guild of Friendship  

 
The Guild of Friendship resumes on Monday 9

th
 October 

at 2.15pm in the Church Hall, with a presenta�on by Rev 

Andrew Chris�e and a varied programme throughout the session. 

 

We are looking for new members and anyone 55 or over will be made 

very welcome.  Why not come along and join us each Monday 

through to March 2018? 

 

Kay Montgomery 

Chairperson 

 

St Mark’s Sco�sh Country Dance Class 

Where has the Summer gone? 

 

Our St Mark’s Sco;sh Country Dance Class resumed its fortnightly 

mee�ngs on Wednesday 6
th

 September at 7.30pm in the Church Hall.  

The Class last an hour and a half and ends with a friendly cup of tea 

and a chat.  Our Class is open to all, do come along and bring a friend.  

You will be made very welcome. 

 

Our Future dates are as follows: 

 

2017 

20 September 

  4 October 

18 October 

  1 November 

15 November  

29 November 

which is our Party Night 

 

Margaret Brown 

2018 

10 January 

24 January 

  7 February 

21 February 

  7 March 

21 March 

  4 April 

18 April 

which is another Party Night! 



16 

The St Mark’s Guild 

 

Our new session starts on Monday 2
nd

 October 2017 when 

we will hear about this year’s theme, ‘Go in Love’. We 

follow that up with fortnightly mee�ngs running through 

to Monday 19
th

 March 2018, when we hold our A.G.M. 

 

The syllabus for this session is as follows: 

 

We will also be holding our tradi�onal Coffee Mornings: 

 
 

Jean Black 

Secretary 

 

Whatever spiritual wisdom or strength or comfort we need, 

we are commanded to ask and receive, 

that our joy may be full  

November  4
th

 2017 Guild Funds Coffee Morning 

February  3
rd

 2018 Guild Projects Coffee Morning 

March  3
rd

 2018 Mission & Aid Coffee Morning 

2017   2018   

October 2
nd

 Go in Love 
Mrs Myrtle Anderson  Smith 

January 15
th

 Oor Wullie’s Bucket Trail 
Mr Ian Lord 

October 14
th

 Friends of Simeon 
Mr Keith Nunn 

January 22
nd

 Burns in the North East 
Mr Charlie Beaton 

October 23
rd

 Games Night 
With Men’s Club 

February 5
th

 Film Music 2 
Mr Jim Addison 

November 20
th

 An�ques Road Show 
Mr Robert Cook 

February 19
th

 Discussion - Projects 
‘Go in Love’. 

November 27
th

 St Andrew’s Night March 5
th

 Passage to Kamchatka 
Mrs Celia Walker 

December 4
th

 Christmas Party March 19
th

 A.G.M. 
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The Men’s club restart the series of winter 2017 mee�ngs and listed 

below are the dates and topics. 

 

October 2nd Games Night in session room 

October 16th  Talk by Mr Keith Nunn about House of Simeon  

 (Joint with Guild) 

October 23rd  Games Night with the Guild ladies:  Assorted Board 

Games and Carpet Bowling 

October 30th  Games Night in the hall 

November 20
th

 An�que Show with Mr Robert Cook  

 (Joint night with Guild) 

November 29th  St Andrews Night (Joint night with Guild) 

December 4th  Christmas meal/party (Joint night with Guild) 

 

All joint evenings are in the Church Hall 7.30pm 

 

Please contact any of the office bearers for more informa�on: 

 

President  Mr Milton Montgomery  01224 486839 

Vice President Mr Graeme Low  01569 549391 

Secretary  Mr Ian Lord  01224 321882 

Treasurer  Mr Derek Caie 01224 317978 

 

 

 

Too much love never spoils children. 

Children become spoiled when we subs�tute, 

"presents" for "presence." 



18 

 Aberdeen St Mark’s Roll Changes 
 

 

Change of Address 

Mrs Ethel Duncan From Sheddocksly To Residen�al Care 

Mrs Margaret McFarlane From Mastrick  To Residen�al Care 

Miss Janet Guyan From Torry   To Residen�al Care 

 
 

Deaths - He will surround you with love on that golden day 

31 May 2017 Mr Jim Dunbar Rosemount 

13 July 2017 Mrs Jenny Cou3s Stoneywood 

17 July 2017 Miss Oonagh Wa3 Peterculter 

 

Disjunc,on 

Mrs Isobel Sutherland From Morningside Joined Ruthrieston West 

 

New Members - By Cer,ficate 

Mrs Elizabeth Fraser   City Centre 

Mr George & Mrs Sarah Paterson Rosemount 

 

Returning Member 

Mr James (Jack) Main   Kincorth 

 

Christmas Coffee Shops 

 

This year’s Christmas Coffee Shops will be held on Saturday 

25 November and then on Saturdays 9 and 16 December.  

(NOTE:  There will be NO Coffee Shop on Saturday 3 

December.) 
 

Again, we ask for your support with dona�ons of Home Baking, Raffles 

etc., but we especially look forward to seeing you with your family and 

friends. 

Anne Donaldson 

Convener 

Moving 
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A Note from the Treasurer 

 

The latest complete quarter of our financial year that 

I can report on in this edi�on of the Messenger is our 

half-yearly posi�on, at the end of June. 
 

You don’t need the Treasurer to tell you that aHer six months we 

might expect to see around half of our income and half of our 

expenditure received and spent.  Regre3ably however it’s not quite 

as simple as that because given the bad weather in the early months 

of 2017 income, par�cularly from FWO is well down at only 39% of 

budget, but Standing Orders have held up as expected, so overall our 

givings are at 48% of budget. 
 

GiH Aid dona�ons are well ahead at 70%, the Open Plate is at 59% 

and Other Offerings and Dona�ons at 58%.  Overall, we didn’t quite 

make 50% but at 49% of budget, things are looking fine. 
 

Other Ordinary General Income, is ahead of budget at 61%, with Hall 

Lets at 94% of our annual budget.  I am pleased to report that our 

Total Ordinary General Income is at 52% of budget. 
 

On the Expenditure side, we did spend 50% of the budget and I am 

glad to say that there are no single items which give any real cause 

for concern. 
 

At the half way stage, therefore we experienced a surplus of income 

over expenditure of £1,259.  This is not significant and your 

con�nuing support will be necessary to reproduce this type of result 

at the year end. 
 

I would urge all members to keep their FWO contribu�ons up to date 

and I should like to encourage everyone to consider a change to 

giving by Standing Order. 

 

Alex McConochie 
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Aberdeen St Mark’s Church of Scotland 

 

 

 
 

Minister The Charge is currently Vacant   

Session 

Clerks 

Mr Ian & Mrs Marjorie Lord 

27 Hazlehead Road 

01224 

321882 

Prayer 

Co-ordinator 

Mrs Gail Hogg 

10 Binghill Road North 

01224 

868924 

Clerk to the 

Board and 

FWO 

Treasurer 

Miss Dianne Morison 

45 Bonnymuir Place 

01224 

630161 

Treasurer Mr Alex McConochie 

73 Oakhill Grange 

01224 

950338 

GiC Aid 

Convener 

Mrs Lynn Low 

6 St John’s Walk, Newtonhill 

01569 

549391 

Organist Mrs Kathleen Anderson 

15 Counteswells Terrace 

01224 

321584 

Church 

Secretary 

Miss Carole-Anne Brazendale 

St Mark’s Church 

Rosemount Viaduct AB25 1JY 

01224 

640672 

Church Office Down steps between the Church and Library. 

Open 10.00am to 1.00pm Monday to Friday.  Answering Machine 

operates when the office is closed.  Leave name, message and contact 

number. 

Messenger Editor - Alex McConochie 

messenger@aberdeenstmarks.org.uk 

www.stmarksaberdeen.org.uk 


