Aberdeen St Mark’s Church of Scotland

Educaon
Salvaon
Damnaon
“The most dis nguished grouping of major buildings in
Aberdeen" (Historic Buildings Council for Scotland, October 2000).
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Hello,
and welcome to St Mark’s. My Kirk Session and
Congrega on hope you enjoy your visit today and will
take me to look around what we believe is a very
beau ful and welcoming church.

Rev Diane Hobson
BA(Hons) BD (Hons)

Our church has a long history of service to the people
of Aberdeen, and farther aﬁeld. We pray that you take
an interest in that history and we invite you to come
again to worship with us.

Diane
How St Mark’s came into being

The City of Aberdeen had only one Parish (St Nicholas) from 1060 un l the
year 1828 when the Court of Teinds decided that there should be six
Parishes. These were East, West, St Clement's and Greyfriar's (each based
on exis ng churches) and The North and South Parishes for which new
churches would be built. The East Parish was served by what is known as St
Mary's Chapel at the Kirk of St Nicholas and the West the "Mither Kirk".
At the disrup on in 1843 the East, West and South congrega ons built
three places of worship together, at the corner of Belmont Street and
Schoolhill. In 1892 the congrega on of the South Parish moved into the
present building, designed by A Marshall Mackenzie and featuring a giant
por co surmounted by a drum and high dome, modelled on St Paul's
Cathedral.
In 1972 as the result of the re ral of the then minister, Rev. Doctor James
Wood MA DD the South Church united with the East and Belmont Church
and the new congrega on took the name, St Mark's. As a result of the
discovery of dry rot in their buildings at Crown Street the congrega on of
Trinity Church (who had been worshipping in St Mark's for some me
following a ﬁre) united with St Mark's in 1981. Between 1986 and 1989
there was a protracted vacancy which was caused by the uncertainty of the
congrega on's right to call a minister. However a@er long discussion and
two major debates in Presbytery the congrega on won the right to an
unrestricted call which resulted in the arrival of the Reverend John Mutch
Watson LTh in June 1989.
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(Connued on page 4)

(Connued from page 3)

In 2005 Aberdeen Presbytery proposed that there should be a City Centre
Grouping of churches. The Kirk of St Nicholas Uni ng and a new
congrega on to be formed by the union of Greyfriars/John Knox and the
North Church of St Andrew (Queen Street Parish Church) were required to
become members. St Mark’s was invited to join and did so willingly, seeing
the beneﬁts of joint working to spread the good news of Jesus Christ to the
city centre.
In June 2009 a@er a successful twenty year ministry in his only charge John
Watson re red and St Mark's was once again in vacancy. On this occasion
however Presbytery approved a free call and on Sunday 22 August 2010 Rev
Diane Hobson preached as Sole Nominee. The Congrega on voted
posi vely in favour of Calling Diane who was inducted to the charge on
Thursday 28 October 2010. Rev David Logan preached Diane 'in' on Sunday
31 October - and the rest as they say will be history!
In June 2013 Presbytery in connec on with its new Plan for Aberdeen
decided to wind up the Grouping albeit arrangements for St Mark’s and the
Kirk of St Nicholas were not ﬁnalised un l 2014 following a period of review
and reﬂec on. The three churches have however decided to con nue to
work together, par cularly on its very successful, Big Issue project.

The Ministers
Since moving into the building in 1892 the congrega ons have been served
by the following ministers:1892 - 1897
1898 - 1907
1908 - 1936
1937 - 1953
1953 - 1972
1972 - 1973
1974 - 1986
1989 - 2009
2010 -

Rev William Clow DD
Rev W McIntosh McKay DD
Rev John A Irvine BD
Rev John MowaK MA
Rev James S Wood MA BD DD
Rev Walter Gordon BD
Rev Hamish K Fleming BD
Rev John M Watson LTh
Rev Diane Hobson BA BD
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The Building
St Mark's is constructed, as are many of Aberdeen's ﬁne buildings of local
granite. The front eleva on is a close ashlar on a rock-faced base, with the
remaining walls hammer dressed Kemnay granite. A classical design by A
Marshall Mackenzie the building features a giant por co surmounted by a
drum and high dome modelled on St Paul's Cathedral.
The church, along with its neighbours, His Majesty's Theatre and the Central
Library, "forms the most dis nguished grouping of major buildings in
Aberdeen" (Historic Buildings Council for Scotland, October 2000).
Not long a@er celebra ng the centenary of the building in 1992 the
congrega on found to their dismay that 100 years of wind, rain and airborne pollu on had taken its toll on the lead-work of the roof and
dome. A@er much prayer and careful considera on a massive fund raising
eﬀort was launched and a major refurbishment programme involving both
external and internal work was undertaken.
The congrega on is grateful to the various outside bodies such as, Grampian
Enterprise, Historic Scotland, and the ScoNsh Churches Architectural
Heritage Trust who came to our aid and to the many individuals who
supported the numerous ac vi es held during the fund raising period.
Maintaining the building is however an on-going "project" and we con nue
to work hard to keep the building alive for future genera ons.
Internally the church oﬀers a resplendent display of oak
furnishing and carvings. The bap smal font is somewhat
unique, being constructed in several sec ons, each a
diﬀerent granite. There are fourteen stained glass windows
at ground and gallery levels, which have been donated by
dedicated members of the united congrega ons over the
years in memory of loved ones.
The Colours of the former 8th Company of the Aberdeen BaKalion of the
Boys' Brigade are on display as are a number of banners made by the City
Centre Churches Summer Clubs held in the halls during the 1990's.
(Connued on page 6)
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(Connued from page 5)

The Millennium Banner was made by Lynn Low from an
amalgam of designs submiKed as a result of a compe on
which drew entries from throughout the congrega on. There
are also hangings gi@ed by our twinned congrega on at
Mpachika in Malawi.
The two-manual pipe organ is by Willis and Sons and was built in 1900. It
was completely renovated in 1971 and underwent further overhaul in the
late 1990's.
St Mark's is an expansive building on three levels. The sanctuary, at ground
ﬂoor level, is six steps above Rosemount Viaduct and there is a large gallery
at ﬁrst ﬂoor level. The lower ground ﬂoor has level access from Skene Street
and provides a substan al suite of halls, which, because of their central
loca on are very well used, not only by our own organisa ons but by other
churches, and many secular bodies.
In 1992, 100 years a@er the building was ﬁrst opened for public worship the
congrega on celebrated its centenary by holding various special events
during the year. The BBC televised “Songs of Praise” and ITV’s Christmas
Day service was broadcast live from St Mark’s.
On 20 March 1992 at 11.00am, exactly 100 years a@er the church opened,
HRH The Princess Anne, the Princess Royal stepped through the doors of St
Mark’s to aKend a special Centenary Service. A@er lunch, Her Royal
Highness was gi@ed a Land Rover for “Save the Children” and a Video
Endoscope for Aberdeen Royal Inﬁrmary. These gi@s cost a total of
£30,000, all raised by the congrega on.
A passenger li@, installed in 1999 gives access directly into the Sanctuary
from the hall level and is much appreciated by elderly and disabled
members and visitors. The Sanctuary was re-decorated during 2004 with a
service of re-dedica on held on Sunday 19 September 2004.
In 2007 one of the most used parts of the building, the kitchen, was
refurbished to the latest in stainless steel surfaces and equipment. This
includes a six ring gas cooker, combined convec on oven and grill, constant
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ﬂow hot water system and a high speed dishwasher.
hands for the men of St Mark's!

No more dishpan

The kitchen is very well used and, along with the main hall, serves as the
base for the OAK Café. OAK is the Organisa on of Aberdeen Kirks, which
now comprises only Crown Terrace Methodist Church and St Mark’s as a
result of closures and amalgama ons over the years. However the
volunteer staﬀ come from a variety of churches or none and work hard
together to provide a friendly welcoming oasis in the city centre where good
quality snacks and meals are provided Monday - Friday from 10.00am to
1.00pm, all at reasonable prices.

Worship in St Mark’s
We meet for worship every Sunday morning at 11.00 and follow a
tradi onal Church of Scotland approach with which many of you will be
familiar. However we are used to varying forms of worship and our minister
knows that the congrega on is always open to seeing and hearing
something new or experiencing new formats. From me to me we will
meet for worship with our former Grouping Partners and we also share
worship with the folks of Crown Terrace Methodist Church on the Sunday of
Prayer for Chris an Unity.
The Sacrament of Holy Communion is celebrated four mes a year, at Easter
and on the second Sundays of June, October and January. Communion
services may also be held on other dates. We also celebrate a@ernoon
Communions, followed by tea etc for our “Circle of Care” who are members
aged 80 and over who are brought to the hall by volunteer drivers.

Our Organisaons
We have a small but enthusias c Sunday School which is ably led by one of
the young mums in the congrega on. She is supported by a dedicated team
of helpers, all of whom have been Disclosure checked.
The St Mark’s Players is our Drama Group which performs, Plays, Pantos
and other musical and drama c events. Within this group there is “Stage
Door” which is for youngsters from Primary School age upwards. At mes
they join with the adults but also produce their own performances.
The leaders of Stage Door are also Disclosure checked.
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For older people we provide a “Guild of Friendship” which meets every
Monday in the hall but also organises ou ngs etc for its members. We have
a Church of Scotland Guild mee ng (open to men and ladies) and a Men’s
Club as well as Sco+sh Country Dancing, Rambling and Hillwalking groups
and the Strollers who prefer their outside ac vi es at a slower pace.

The Stained Glass Windows
St Mark’s beneﬁts from some beau ful stained glass which has been gi@ed
over the years by members of the former congrega ons comprised in the
church. You can see these during your visit or look at them on-line on our
website www.stmarksaberdeen.org.uk, where you can read a lot more
about our church, our congrega on and our day to day ac vi es.
On the following pages there are details of the various windows which you
can iden fy from the layouts below. Each descrip on iden ﬁes to which
church the window was originally donated.
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Window 1 - South Church
"To the Glory of God and in loving memory of our father and mother
Stephen Goodbrand, manufacturer in Aberdeen born 1st April 1827 died
17th February 1904 AD and Isobel Jamieson born 1st October 1827 died 6th
September 1904 AD this window is dedicated"
Window 2 - Trinity Church
"In memory of Agnes Elizabeth Thomson wife of the Revd Andrew Doak and
of their two children Adam Andrew and Louise Alberton Birnie July 1887"
Window 3 - Trinity Church
"In memory of James Allan who died Dec 3 1861 aged 69yrs and of Barbara
Begg or Allan who died Oct 2 1875 aged 83yrs. This window is erected by
their sons David and Alexander"
Window 4 - South Church
"To the Glory of God and in loving memory of CharloKe Taggart born 24th
January 1839 died 24th July 1923. The wife of George England for over ﬁ@y
years and an Oﬃce Bearer in this Church and Congrega on. A woman that
feareth the Lord shall be praised"
Window 5 - Trinity Church
"In memory of Barbara Ledingham born August 26th 1880 died October
13th 1883. This window is erected by her father John Ledingham"
Window 6 - Trinity Church
"In memory of Eliza Walker born September 28 1887 died July 8 1888. This
window is erected by her sister Margaret"
Window 7 - East & Belmont Church
"To the Glory of God and in loving memory of the reverend MaKhew Urie
Baird DD Minister of East and Belmont Church 1929 - 1955"
Window 8 - East & Belmont Church
"To the Glory of God and in memory of James Thom Jeﬀrey Advocate and
Elder in this Congrega on 1907 - 1941. Erected by his sister Elizabeth
Jeﬀrey"
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Window 9 - South Church
"To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Alexander Ogston Gill DL who
faithfully served God and his genera on in this city and congrega on. Born
1832 died 1908"
Window 10 - South Church
"In memory of an Act of Faith. The disrup on in 1843 and the founding of
the Free Church of Scotland. Presented by Ellen Bryce Louden of Allenshaw
Hamilton in December 1891"
Window 11 - South Church
"In memory of John Gray engineer an elder in this congrega on. Died Oct
11 1891. Presented by the members of the congrega on in recogni on of
his public spirit and his generous gi@ towards the erec on of this church
building"
Window 12 - South Church
"In memory of James Boyne McCombie Advocate who died on April 19 1885
and of Andrew Murray of Allathan Advocate who died 19 July 1889. Both
elders in this congrega on and men full of faith and good works. This is
presented by their friends and rela ves and members of the congrega on"
Window 13 - South Church
"To the Glory of God and in memory of John Cook of Ashley AD 1899"
Window 14 - Trinity Church
"In memory of Sarah Ann Bruce or Butchart born Sept 6 1848 died Jan 12
1889 wife of James Sylvester Butchart by whom this window is erected"
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We hope you have enjoyed your visit to St Mark’s and have taken the
opportunity to sign our Visitor’s Book which is located in the ves bule.
If St Mark’s can help you in any way please do not hesitate to contact our
minister, Rev Diane Hobson, by telephone or e-mail or in person if she is
here when you are.
Diane’s contact details are:Telephone (01224) 641758
e-mail dianehobson.rev@b nternet.com
Church Oﬃce contact details:Telephone (01224) 640672
e-mail stmarksabdn@btconnect.com
Church Website:www.stmarksaberdeen.org.uk
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